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Origin of the Durga Puja

Durga Puja - the ceremonial worship of the mother Goddess, is one of the most important festivals
throughout the world. Apart from being a religious festival for the Hindus, it is also an occasion for
reunion and rejuvenation, and a celebration of traditional culture and customs.

Durga Puja is celebrated every year in the Hindu month of Ashwin (September/October) and
commemorates Prince Rama's invocation of the Goddess before going to war with the Demon
King Ravana. This Autumnal ritual was different from the conventional Durga Puja, which is
usually celebrated in the spring time. 50, this Puja is also known as ‘Akal-Bodhan’ or out of
season worship.

The first grand worship of Goddess Durga in recorded history is said to have been celebrated
in the late 1500s. Folklores say the landlord of Dinajpur and Malda initiated the first Durga
Puja in Bengal. Another source, The Raja Kangshanarayan of Taherpur organised the first
Sharadiya or Autumn Durga Puja in Bengal in ¢.1606.

The origin of the community puja can be credited to the twelve friends of Guptipara in Hoogly
who collaborated and collected contributions from residents to conduct the first community
puja called the ‘Baro-Yaari’ Puja in 1790. The Baro-Yaari Puja gave way to the Sarbojanin or
community puja. In 1910, they organised the first truly communal puja in Kolkata with full
public contribution, control and participation.

The research paper further indicates that high level British officials regularly attended Durga
Pujas organised by influential Bengalis. British Soldiers actually participated in the

pujas and even saluted the Deity. The most amazing act of worship was performed by the
East India Company itself in 1765 (Sukanta Chaudhury, Calcutta City Vol. 1) and it is reported
that even the company auditor general John Chips organised Durga Puja at his Birbhum office.

The traditional icon of the Goddess worshipped during Durga Puja is Pratima or Kolabou,

made of banana tree. This is the symbolic form of Durga. The tableau of Durga features her

two children Kartikya and Ganesh with Saraswati and Lakshmi. Lord Shiva is also worshipped
during the puja as well. Those images are made of clay under one structure, known as Ek-Chala.
In the present day, people are decorating pandals in an artistic way. At the same time, people
are offering their devotion to Maa Durga during the four days of the Puja.
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Durga Puja 2018 Programme

—— B G A ——
Monday 15th October 2018 MAHA SHASHTI
Adhibas & Puja 4 pm-10 pm
—= - RS e - &
Tuesday 16th October 2018 MAHA SAPTAMI
Puja 10am
Anjali 1 pm
Sandhya Aroti 6 pm
Aroti Kirton 7 pm-8pm
Matri Sangeet 8 pm- 10 pm
—= - RS e - ——
Wednesday 17th October 2018 MAHA ASHTAMI
Puja 10 am
Anjali 1 pm
Sandhya Aroti 6 pm
Special Ashtami Attraction -'Chandi Paat’ by children
and cultural programmes 7pm-10 pm
—=- L =
Thursday 18th October 2018 MAHA NABAMI
Puja 10 am
Anjali 1 pm
Sandhya Aroti 6 pm
Cultural Programmes 7 pm-10 pm
—== - e - o
Friday 19th October 2018 MAHA DASHAMI
Puja 10am
Anjali 1 pm
Sindur Pradan & Shanti 3pm-4pm
Sindur Khela 4 pm-7 pm
Dhamail 7 pm-9pm
-2 s I A B 5—

*There will be Cultural Programmes and Activities throughout the week®
Prasadam will be distributed and served after Bhog Aroti and
during the evening, after Sandhya Aroti

Contacts: Goura Pada Deb: 07814 262 530, Alok Mukherjee: 07801 513 494
Miranta Deb: 07789 705 661 Susitol Deb: 07967 967 855 Jahar Shil: 07760 391 987



Sharodio Greetings, from NLPS' Chairman

Dear respected devotees,
Please accept my Sharodio Shuvecha and Pronam.

On behalf of North London Probathi Sangha, 1 am wholeheartedly welcoming and inviting
vou to our Sharodio Durga Puja 2018.

The organisation, NLPS, has been serving the community since 1991.

We are proud of our communirty as they are always helping, encouraging and giving us
inspiration to promote our culture in the UK.

Our mission is to drive our legacy to the next generation and continue thereafter.

It’s our motto to enlighten the society with the spiritual divinity and enthusiastic education.
We do this by performing many pujas, rituals and cultural classes throughout the whole
vear.

We also organise many social activities and cultural functions to encourage and engage our
next generation.

Behind our success, we acknowledge that all credit belongs to communiry.

Therefore, we hope you will continuously be supporting us, as you always do and help us to
progress further to promote our culture generation after generation.

Ma Durga Bless Us All.

Goura Pada Deb

Message from General Secretary
Dear Devotees,

I am welcoming everyone in our community, to come and help us make our puja a

great celebration to remember for years. We also conduct other pujas with different cultural
programmes throughout the year. This year we have published a souvenir called ‘Prabhati’
in which you will find details of our NLPS activities, other pujas and cultural events.

Cur NLPS door is open for everyone. [ would like to express my sincere gratitude to
those who's dedications, hard work and maximum effort has made our festival even more
successful, especially by the children of our community.

With best regards,

Mr Niranta Deb
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[ would like to wish everyone a joyous Durga Utshob this yvear. Durga Puja is the main
religious celebration in the Hindu calendar, symbolising victory over evil, and tackling
injustice. It is also an opportunity to foster peace within the community.

The Hindu community celebrates Durga Puja joyously, creatively and energetically.
Various communities have adopted their own traditions over the decades, so Durga Puja
is now seen as a celebration that everyone can take part in.

I am delighted that the North London Prabhati Sangha will publish a souvenir for this Durga
Puja celebration, which will further generate excitement about the festival.

| greatly appreciate the North London Hindu community’s contribution to the organisation of this
Bengali celebration every year, despite living far away from home. Of course, [ hope that London
is also seen as home. Durga Puja helps to foster harmony and amity among all colours and faiths,
s0 that we can work to improve the lives of others.

Durga Puja is simply no longer a celebration for the Hindu community. It is now a celebration
for all. I wish peace, happiness and prosperity to everybody, including the Hindu community,

during this auspicious Durga Utshob.

Clir Jilani Chowdhury (Labour Councillor for Barnsbury Ward, London Borough of Islington)

22 (T GOLD

67 Turnplke Lane
London N8 OEE

Tol: 020 6348 6644

Fax 020 8348 7663
Mobile: 07564 659 200
suhagan@hotmail.co.uk




15th - zgrd February 2019
8th - 23rd February 2019

BOOK NOW: 07801 513494 | aloklondon1@gmail.com

Alok Mukherjee (Tour Organiser)
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Rhein and see the spectacudar
wine rovibe including romantic castles
and villages of Bacharach, 5. Goar &
Rildesheim. Take a trip to Heidelberg:
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Select your preferred escorted tour:

Koblenz 9th - 12th August 2019
Oberwesel 13th - 16th September 2019
St Goar 20th - 23ed September 2019

# Departure: London Stanstec - Frankfurt Hahn
# Relwmn: F'r.er'.-lr! Hahn - London Stansted

Bonn 3ed -6th May 2019
Rilclesheim 5th - 8th Julp 2019

Enjoy the 'Rhine in Flames' Experience!

Jain the four day towr to immerse yourself in historic German culbure,

wandering through the many beautiful villages on route to the Rhein % #

River. Musically synchronised fireworks display will greet you in the 1l nha,

iﬂumma!-:.:hiﬂagc for the anmual Rhine in Flames I"in:hm'l:-::i 5;*1r:t:u:|e. .' 'pll.'JE %
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BOOK NOW: 07801 513494 | aloklondon1@gmail.com . Ffﬂ“j;a:gw

Alok Mukherjee (Tour Organiser) i P-’-"“ma
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Trustees and management committee

The North London Prabhati Sangha is controlled by Trustees. The trustees of the charity are

volunteers; they provide the full range of experience and expertise required to add significant

value to the work of the charity. They do not receive any remuneration for their roles as

trustees.

ITrustees

Alok Mukherjee - Advisor

Appointed May 2012

Modan Deb

Appointed May 2012

Chompok Deb

Appointed May 2012

Susitol Deb — Cultural Secretary

Appointed May 2012

Ranadhir Deb - Treasurer

Appointed May 2012

Jahar Shil - Advisor

Appointed May 2012

Shubash Deb - Publicity

Appointed May 2012

Goura Pada Deb - Chairman

Appointed June 2018

Members and Management Committee

Anadi Deb - Sports

Manik Deb - Advisor

Anitya Deb Projoy Deb

Bidhan Deb Pronoy Deb - Advisor

Bimol Roy Somiron Deb - Sports

Nepal Deb Sukanto Deb - Vice Chairman
Debobratha Deb Sumontro Deb

Niranta Deb - General Secretary

Supryia Dev-Purkaystha

Gauranga Deb - Development

Krishna Paul — Women Secretary

Hira Deb Kukil Chandra Deb - Advisor
Pulok Shome Ranu Deb
Rotan Deb

Minakhi Vyas — Women Secretary
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INDEPENDENT
FINANCIAL ADVICE

Tailoved specifically for you

Clever Financial Services have locally based fully qualified
financial advizers who can help you with:

MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS PROTECTING YOUR LOVED ONES
BORROWING TO BUY A NEW HOME SAVINGS AND INVESTMENTS PLANNING

REMORTGAGING RETIREMENT PLANNING
BUYING-TO-LET INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON
YOUR MORTGAGE.

THE VALUE OF PENSIONS AND INVESTMENTS CAN FALL AS WELL AS RISE AND
YOU CAN GET BACK LESS THAN YOU INVESTED.

To learn more about how we can help please contact us on:

020 3953 5000 [J 07957966161 =\ admin@cleverfs.co.uk

Tottenham Office: 11 Northumberland Park, Londen N17 OTA
Kenton Office: 1st Floor, 208 Kenton Road, Harrow HA3 8BX

Chgwpr Finanisal Tofice d & trading wiyke of Clever Financial Zervic Lid, an Apponted Retisientalive of Intife: Fnandisl Parsing
Lt mrad lrvirinsic Mortgsge Planning Limited, which sne suthorised sovd regralsbed bry ther Firarscial Conduct Subhonty



Full Hand Henna Designs

Henna Tattoos

All contributions go towards Durga Puja ““w‘"
Message from Cultural Secretary
Dear Devotees,

My Sharodio Pronam to you all.

NLPS is a cultural organisation. We are promoting our culture and teaching into our community.
Durga Puja is the biggest event we organise with your support and cooperation,

We are thankful to the community for the unconditional support and help. Ma Durga bestows the
peace and prosperity to all.

Joy Durga Ma.

Susitol Deb
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Who we are and what we do

= North London Prabhati Sangha is a registered charity and governed by its memorandum
and articles of association. The Board of Trustees are the members of the association

» The organisation was established over 26 years ago, in 1991.

« Our main ocbjective is to promote and celebrate the culture and traditions of Hindu way of
life and facilitate the integration of the people from the Indian sub-continent with the
community in the UK.

« We provide education and facilities in the interests of social welfare for recreation and
other leisure time occupation with the objective of improving the conditions of life of the
community.We provide music, dance and Bengali class.

« We celebrate all major Hindu pujas - including Dol Jatra, Janmashtami, Kali Puja,
Saraswati and Durga puja.

« We organise social and cultural events Bhoishaki (Bengali new year), seaside trip,
annual sports day, Christmas and end of year social event.

What we did in the last twelve months

Some of our activities are outlined below.
Boishakhi - Bengali New Year celebration (June 2018)

* We celebrated the Boishakhi - Bengali new year - for the 6th year running. There was
music from children, amateurs, professionals artists who performed to the joyous crowd.

+ The celebration was attended by people from across the community including prominent
local Islington councillors and Right Honourable Emily Thornberry, Shadow Foreign
Secretary.

= We are grateful to London Borough of Islington for their generous ongoing support of our
annual Boishakhi celebration

Saraswati Puja (January 2018)

= The Saraswati Puja festival (also known as Basant Panchami or Vasant Panchami) is a
festival devoted to Saraswati, the goddess of knowledge, music and art.

» Children, in particular, joined in the celebration and prayers and seeking blessings of the
goddess for success in learning, arts and crafts.

Dol Purnima (March 2018)

= Doljatra is the festival is also known as 'Dol Jatra', or the 'Swing Festival' commonly
referred to as the festival of colours and this is an occasion to pray for the ushering in
of joy and happiness

« We celebrated the festival at a community centre, in Islington, with great fanfare., There
were bhajans and prasads were distributed lavishly and people indulged in putting
coloured powder on each other.



Janmasthami puja (September 2017)
= Janmashtami is the celebration of Sri Krishna's birthday.

« We had a full day of celebration and guests came from all places including from far away
as Birmingham and Loughborough.

« We had Bhajan Kirtan, pujas, and a speech on Bhagbhatam by monks from ISKON. Qur
young children performed plays based on the life of Krishna which mesmerised our
audience.

Kali Puja (November 2017)

« Maa Kali is the fearful and ferocious form of the mother goddess Durga. The main purpose
of the puja is to seek the help of the goddess in destroying evil - both in the outside world
and within us.

« We celebrated Kali puja on a November night with hundreds of devotees coming together
to make it a very special and enjoyable night. There were prayers, songs, art
performances and served Prasad

Summer activities (July & August 2018)

= We held a sports day and picnic for families at a north London park. Activities included
football, cricket, egg and spoon and sack races. Families brought cooked dishes and
shared with each other to make it a very family friendly day out.

* NLPS organised a seaside trip to Broadstairs. Over 50 people - young and old -from the
community came on the trip for a wonderful summer day at the seaside.

End of Year celebration (Sonkranti) (December 2017)

= NLPS celebrated another eventful year, and invited all members, volunteers and the
community to come together and reflect and say farewell to 2017.

» As well as celebrating Christmas we also celebrated Sankranti in advance - as that is
usually on or around the 13th of January. It is a harvest festival and consequently
families brought in home made savouries and dishes to celebrate the coming of the
Mew Year.

Arts and performance

« We held a number of arts and performance activities for young children to take part in
cultural songs and dances, ably taught by an experienced teacher of Bengali music.

= Children took part in short religious plays and we are actively encouraging all families
to encourage their children to be more involved in cultural art and music.



Durga Puja (September 2017)
= We celebrated our second year of Durga Puja at Chestnut Community Centre in Haringey.

« It was a massive success with nearly 1000 visitors over the five days of celebration.
Everyday we served fresh vegetarian food, cooked on site, to our visitors throughout the
day .

« Highlights included Bhajan Kirtan, pujas, music and dance.
* We have over 30 members who helped with organising and running of the five day
activities. In addition we have army of volunteers - men, women, and children who

gave up their time to come and help us.

« For 2018 we have new Maa Durga brought from India. We are grateful to our members
for their generosity which made it possible,

== Contacts. X ==

Goura Pada Deb: 07814 262 530  Alok Mukherjee: 07801 513 494
Niranta Deb: 07789 705 661 Susitol Deb: 07967 967 855 /
Jahar Shil: 07760 391 987 y

Sangeet Mahamaya

Hindustani Classical & Light Vocal Instructor
www.sangeetmahamaya.com

Mobile: 07957716892
07760391987
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Bijoya “Music In Mind”
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Auto Services
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Save this number on your phone
it could be you next!

020 8555 1212
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ACCIDERS

Get up to £500.00 to assi
with your expenses*
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. TAXI-PRIVATE HIRE

w

S -

‘ Special services for PCO drivers
Trusted for over 15 years...
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Hi-Tech Motor Centre Ltd

MOT TESTING
BIKES | CARS & MPV

NO MIDDLEMAN - ON-SITE WHILE YOU WAIT MOT

{We don't nead to fail yvour vehicle to make a profit)
Free Re-testing within 7 Davs / Welding Service Available on MOT Failures

MODT te=sting., repair & service for Bikes, Ear-c: Mini-Buses and L*nrqr- Vans

S e, T R, L

Free Pick - Up & Delivery Service within 10 miles radius

AIR-CON SERVICE AVAILABLE ®ais o i ot Nl NI s S

«EXHAUSTS « COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS i_i'_a
«MOT TESTING «SERVICING
«TRACKING « WHEEL BALANCING
«TUNING « CLUTCHES
- TYRES « SHOCK ABSORBERS

|J- Service - No Appointment Ht.ql.ll'r‘-:.:.l '
| MOT No Appointment Rc_.quun:d

AFPFPROVED ‘
SERVICE Computerised Wheel
Alignment

CENTRE

HI-TECH BODY SHOP

All insurance work undertaken, crash repairs,
body welding and resprays -
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% ;__r‘ o, AL here
S e 482 WEST GREEN ROAD,

TOTTENHAM, LONDON N15 3DA

Danign & Prim & Defuss Pringsmy L FH0 TR Tl (10 Bxs

« 020 8888 4297 - 020 8888 4303







6 Satta Vewellero

57 Tumpike Lone Hornsey N8 OEE
Tel. 020 8340 0500 Fox. 020 8341 2005
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Specialises in Diam H-n-.'-
22t Yellow and Whice G

SAREE

EMPORIUN’

FITaASLL e £50) U UsCE

55 Turnpike Lane Hornsey N8 OEE
Tel. 020 8348 2704 | www.saree-emporium.co.uk

Landiords

Wani to Rent your property

Benefit from a Guaranteed Rent Income,
from Morth Londons Trusted Estate Agants.

NO AGENCY FEES

Hurry!ll Offer restricted to the first 100 Applicants

T2 Turnpiks Lane London M8 OPR call IIE H‘D‘H on: n 2 n a B B a ? B 3 5

Ermail: imlafdgayacoproperiies. com WOW WL ropeartia
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with my best compliments

Dhiraj Kumar Mondal
Solicitor & Commissioner for Oaths

Area of expertise:

Immigration & Nationality Law
Residential & Commercial Conveyancing
Civil Litigation
Housing, Landlord & Tenant Law
Employment Law
Benefit & Social Welfare Law
Family law
Property ,Wills & Probate Law
Company & Business Law

Mobile: 07516663980

Ermail: mondaldk.law@gmail.com

CHARTERED ACCOUMTAMTS

We prepare
Accounts, Payroll,
VAT and Specialise in
Taxation for all businesses

57 Icknield Drive
Grants Hill

Iiford

Essex 1G2 65E

Telephone: 020 8491 9083
Mob: 07789 705 661

Fax: 020 8554 7957

Email: gcdasandco@aol.com

Nt
KRAJA

BLUTLIHMG CONSTRUCTORS

Bedri Kraja
Builder

Building extenions, foft conversion,
plumbing, roofing and all kinds of
building work.

bedril234@outlook.com
07949404088

23 Bradwell Close
London South Woodford
E18 2BT

© IFIC Money Transfer (UK) Lid.

We send money anywhere in Bangladesh
and also Worldwide

97 Turnpike Lane
London N8 0DY
Tel: 0208 341 1644
Mobile: 0787 961 5464

email: nasir@ificuk.com

Also provides services below:

Worldwide Cargo Service
(DHL available)

Air Tickets

NVR and MRP Service




Shakti

Wy say girls cannof be strong when you pray fo Durga for so long. .,
"Girls i{gife;f ta think about J'E.'f-@ § éufﬁ}affréf d’ﬂmyfﬁfﬁi gave Hfﬁﬂﬂé&;
' Girls can have ﬁmﬁ( .r:n:‘ml,mﬁam to take care .::rjr‘r their health, Lakchmi is fhe Godedess nf wealth,
' The Lotus: {yméaf of supreme :mﬁfﬁ, fo J.I’J.t:'.r'?’ ray ¢ oddess Saraswathi, the muse of J'E::rrm'r_rﬁ,
Turga; the princy e form of _grm"'d'ﬁ 55, Power is the J'-Eajf fo her success
ﬂmﬂainﬁ wife and shakfi uf Vishnu, ﬁ-!.'-‘.:’i'f‘?(-fﬂ' uf fortune and I,hmrrf;fr@.
ﬂm:.?'ﬁ, Kali Maa, Parvali Gouri, Tdma are the a’fﬁrﬁﬂf names and ﬁvr‘rm' r.lf Shakfi

Bipasha Deb

DURGA PUJA 2018
RAFFLE DRAW

Win 1st, 2nd and 3rd Raffle Prize on
Thursday 18th October 2018
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CASH & CARRY
RETAIL & WHOLESALE BN

Tel - 0208 3347 8029
17 A, Tumpike Lamne Homsey N8 OEPFP

We Specialise In Halal
Meat - Poultry - Fish

HLJ‘LL

Tel : 0208 3404616, 0208 3478029 .
in : O7951563676, Dulon : 079833950229



NLPS plays a dynamic part in promoting its cultural values by holding cultural
classes in which Bengali language, music and drama are taught regularly. NLPS
also holds religious classes which teaches children and adults of our Hindu
background to promote Hinduism and expose its roots to the new generation.

If you are intetested to participate in these classes please contact:

Mr Goura Pada Deb - 07814 262 530
Mrs Mahamaya Shil - 07957 716 892
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